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Editorial 

ANOTHER Conference has passed, this year in circumstances of national 
gravity which made every thoughtful library worker anxious. In 
such times the word “ economy,” the most familiar of misused words, 
becomes almost a shriek even upon the lips of honest thinkers, and is 
not confined to those persons—the great majority of its users—who 
think the word means “‘making the other fellow do without something.” 
It was therefore timely of the President of the Library Association to 
assert that for every retrenchment upon material things even a little 
more should be spent upon the things of the mind and the spirit. 
Libraries and kindred institutions provide a refuge for men in times of 
industrial want and unemployment, a fact which is alleged to be one 
of the reasons why library circulations have increased greatly of late 
years. This is probably one of the fa€tors which has made the improved 
administration, better rooms and more liberal services of libraries so 
fruitful ; but, in addition, one of the results of the War was to make 
private libraries almost impossible in the small houses built to accom- 
modate its heroes, and at the same time to increase intellectual curiosity. 


* * 


We are not giving space in this number to detailed reports of 
the Conference. Such form the bulk of The Library Association Record 
for las month. The accounts we publish are the impressions that 
remain only, and are not an account rendered. The day is over when 
every library journal published exaétly the same record of every 
library meeting, as was the case a few years ago. Here, then, we have 
to say only the few necessary things. First, oe the proceedings were 
conduéted with an order and dignity which must have pleased every- 
one; that Mr. Jast left his office with a fine self-effacement which 
enhanced his value for us; and that the new President assumed it 
with the manner and method which we expeéted of him, and his in- 
augural address was apposite and a challenge to any who may hold 
pessimistic views of the accomplishments of libraries. We may remark 
also, that, with the exception of one address which was ill-prepared 
and one impromptu at the Business Meeting which was of the soap-box 
variety, the meetings were well-led and useful. Of course the ever- 
green criticism, that too many papers were read and there was too little 
discussion, applied, but it really is difficult to get a discussion in an 
assembly of many hundreds. Few librarians dared to speak, and much 
of such speech-making as there was came from local councillors who 
no doubt are better speakers but usually have a quite elementary 
knowledge of the matters they discuss. One gentleman actually asked 
his great audience to find a solution to the problem of possible infection 
from library books! Finally, the work of Mr. D. W. Herdman and 
his Local Committee and Staff was as efficient and as effeétive as any 
in conference history. The only thing lacking was fine weather, but 
occasionally it was sunny. 


Whilst on the subject of the Conference, we wish to draw our 
teaders’ attention to an article on the Publishers’ Exhibition on another 
page. We invite librarian readers to give us their personal views as 
to the value and merits of this annual show of appliances and books. 
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Owing to sure OM Our space our rt of the A.S.L.LB. 
Conference at ord has been held over till next month. The 

rt shows how manifold and really interesting are the subjeés 
within the purview of the Association. It is doubtful if, even with its 
new elasticity, the L.A. can be quite as inclusive. As we have so 
often declared, A.S.L.I.B. has no precise programme or policy and 
with such heterogenous elements it is difficult to see how it could 
have. It is therefore, not surprising to learn that it is in financial 
troubles. Its work has been excellent and the discontinuance of its 
meetings would be a distin& loss in that they bring together a mass 
of interests which otherwise would rarely meet ; but some working 
arrangement with the L.A. which will — most of the interests 
together ought not to be beyond the wit of the two Associations. 


* * * 


Amongst the many foreign friends who are in Europe this autumn 
are Dr. Douglas Waples, who is Professor and acting Dean of the 
Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago. He is touring 
Europe and is making a special Stay in England early next year in order 
to Study the reading of the people. Dr. Waples has experimented on 
scientific lines with large groups of readers in various grades 
of education and opportunity, in order to discover, amongst 
other things, how far men and women of the same age, 
educational training and opportunities, use the same sort of books 
and what they need and cannot get. This, amongst many other things 
with the obje& of eliciting a really sound theory of book supply. 
Miss Helen Martin, of Western Reserve University, is associated with 
Dr. Waples but is giving attention more particularly to children’s 
work. Both, we are certain, are welcome and will receive all the 
encouragement that British librarians can give them. 


x * 


We shall be glad to hear if records are now being kept of the 
actual use made off reading rooms. Opinions are easily come by, but 
faéts are somewhat elusive. Mr. J. E. Walker quoted as the experience 
of Fulham that not more than two-thirds of the ordinary reading room 
provision is ever used, but this is denied in other places, no doubt 
with equal truth. We notice that in her really interesting report of 
the Brentford and Chiswick libraries, just issued, Miss Gilbert shows 
that a complete record of reading room service was kept. 97,249 
people have used the reading rooms of these two libraries. As the 
population is 50,000, these figures are remarkable. 


The International Federation held its meeting at Cheltenham prior 
to the L.A. meeting, and Dr. Collijn relinquished the presidency in 
favour of Dr. William Warner Bishop. The foreign colleagues stayed 
over to the conference and many enjoyed meeting them again. We 
are only gradually oe the international mind—a process in 
which the Briton is not the only laggard—but on that mind the future 


of all races depends ; and a strong unity and amity amongst librarians 
must be of incalculable value in this process. 


THe Lrsrary 77 


The Annual Conference of the Library 
Association 

THERE were so many meetings at the Conference of the Library 
Association which was held at Chelecaham during the week commen- 
cing August 31st—on one day there were twelve—that it was 
—" for any one person to attend them all. This report, instead 
of being a catalogue of the papers, will deal only with matters likely to 
be of interest, especially at this time, to librarians generally. 

I. THe PrestDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

The official opening session, after the civic welcome by the 
Mayor, was devoted to the Presidential Address. The President, 
Lieut.-Colonel J. M. Mitchell, reviewed the almost phenomenal growth 
in public libraries which has occurrred since the War. “In spite of 
the acute financial anxiety,” he affirmed, “ the imperative need for 
economy which confronts every public body, every private institution 
—indeed, every person in the land—the library service both can and 
inevitably will make progress on certain definite and relatively inexpen- 
sive lines. The use of modernised libraries had inc within a 
year or so, not by ten or twenty per cent., but by fifty, a hundred, 
and in a few instances by four to p hundred per cent.” 

At the present moment less than three per cent. of the population 
of England are not in a library distri€&t. The number of books issued 
by the county public libraries alone was twenty millions last year. 

On the matter of library staffs the President had some severe things 
to say. “It is time that communities abandoned the undignified 
position of demanding library service under sweated labour conditions, 
and offered a more adequate payment for what should be one of the 
most respected services in the municipal hierarchy. The library 
committee should have its proper share of the services of the Town 
Clerk and the Borough Treasurer; its estimates should be treated 
with the same respec as those of other committees ; the librarian 
should take his or her place with other heads of departments in all 
civic ceremonies.” 

As to the cost of the service, he affirmed that “ in few towns 
does it exceed 1s. 6d. per head of the population—the equivalent of a 
dozen or so boxes of matches per year. To regard such a cost as 
excessive or even sufficient for a service which gives everyone, however 
poor or remote, access to an almost unlimited wealth of culture and 
knowledge is surely a Strange example of confusion of thought. To 
the majority of people the library is the prime source of post-school 
education, and it is surely false economy to spend vast sums of money 
on elementary education and starve the one public service which is 
capable of being made for the general public an effective continuation 
thereof. A library is the brain centre of every community; its 
intelle@tual value, especially in these times of short working days and 
widespread unemployment is potentially incalculable.” 

resident Mitchell ended by saying that “ It will not be bad 
economy if for every shilling per pound which we are called upon 
to cut down during the coming days, perhaps years, of national and 
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local expenditure, we spend an extra fraétion of a penny on increasing 
the efficiency of our community stores of knowledge.” 
Il. Hosprrar Lrsrartes. 

A very interesting meeting on the day previous was addressed 
by Dean Inge and Sir Bruce Porter on the question of supplying a 
book service to hospital patients. It was argued that patients in 
hospitals are usually as much ratepayers as people who are well, and 
should receive the same advantages in hospitals in the matter of books 
that they would receive if they were in their own homes. If the public 
library were to co-operate with the hospital authorities it was thought 
that it would be possible to supply books suitable in subje& matter 
and in form to help forward the health of the patients. It was to be 
noted that opinion was — divided as to the public library doing 
this work, Sir Bruce Porter holding it to be outside the sphere of the 
ordinary librarian and Miss Frost retorting politely by showing how 
well it is done by the public library already. 

III. Lrsrary 

An instructive session was given to the consideration of the new 
methods of Regional Bureau co-operation existing between libraries. 
All the libraries in the West Midlands have united to lend each other 
their books. By means of a central catalogue kept in the Birmingham 
Libraries the librarian of any library in the area is enabled to borrow 
any book that is available, wheverever it may be. The catalogue and 
the incidental expenses of the scheme, which is experimental, but 
which has been very successful, have been found by the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust. The Northern Counties Bureau, based in 
Newcastle, aéts similarly; and the East Anglian counties have a 
smaller scheme. No doubt other bureaux will follow in the provinces. 
For London a scheme exists in connexion with the National Central 
Library, although it is not so precisely formulated. Many important 
public and special libraries participate through it and are able to lend 
or borrow from any of these Libraries. e result in effec is that 
practically any book, except recent novels and popular works, can be 
obtained for students anywhere who are willing to pay postages, 
and even these payments will be avoided somehow, someday. 


IV. Brancn Lrsrarigs. 

Ex-President Jast opened an excellent discussion on branch 
library policy, which dealt with many points now exercising the 
minds of librarians. Mr. Jast seemed to think that a few large libraries 
are better in a town than many branches, and that the areas between 
should be served by a travelling library. In Manchester, for example, 
Mr. Jast uses a "bus which is furnished and equipped as a library, 
into which people can go to choose their books. This ’bus stands 
in certain streets at definite times. It will be seen that this does not 
provide any reading room facilities. Other points he made were 
that the modern branch library did not require to repeat the standard 
books which were at the central library because usually one or two 
copies of an expensive book would meet the needs of the whole town. 
These should be kept in a central reservoir colle€tion where they might 
be borrowed by any branch when required. All the book buying, 
cataloguing, classification and other administrative work of branch 
libraries could be most economically done at one centre. He asked 
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for consideration of the fa& that most branch libraries become obsolete 
in one way or other in about twenty-five years; sometimes by the 
shifting of the population from it and sometimes because it became too 
small for the incoming people. He suggested that experiments should 
be made with structures of concrete or other material which would be 
cheap and could be easily discarded if such changes required. A 
minor suggestion was that some sign resembling an inn sign, or even 
a barber’s pole, should be placed outside branch libraries to indicate 
their special charaéter. Such a sign would soon be i recognised. 
The discussion was monopolised by members of library committees, 
who were somewhat prolix and as a whole not specially enlightening. 
V. Lisprary CoMMITTEES AND THEIR STatus. 

A whole morning was given to a discussion of the status of the 
public library service from the yr om of governing bodies. 
This was opened by the Dire&tor of Education for Lancashire, Mr. 
P. E. Meadon, C.B.E., the Town Clerk of Coventry, Mr. F. Smith, 
B.A., the Chairman of the County Councils Association, the Secretary 
of the Urban Distri& Councils Association, Mr. F. E. Douglas of 
the Board of Education, and others. It was affirmed that the public 
library was now an essential service, but that the low Status it suffered 
from in some towns was due to these facts :—It had worked on an 
income limited by legislation until 1919, and probably men were not 
very well aware of the duties or possibilities of libraries, and because 
they did not spend much money did not seek to serve upon library 
committees. The library committee, too, often had delegation of 
powers and did not report to its authority pe by means of an annual 
report. It often met at a library building which was away from the 
town hall. It was necessary and desirable that the library committee 
should be worked from the town hall in the same manner that every 
other committee was worked, and for its proper funétioning it required 
some of the best minds in the council. While co-option of members 
was desirable, it was thought that committees with co-opted members 
were often under suspicion and, therefore, the greater number of 
the committee should be members of the council, and the chairman 
should always be so. 

VI. Recreationat READING. 

An audience of over 1,200 attended an evening meeting when the 
Reverend Canon J. O. Hannay, M.A. — who is better known as 
“ George A. Birmingham,” the popular novelist—delivered an address 
on the duties of public libraries in connexion with recreational reading. 
He defined good reading as “‘ reading a book for pleasure.” Any book 
that was read from any other point of view failed to make any lasting 
impression, and rarely did any good. He recognised that every man 
must read a certain number of books to learn his craft and to keep 
abreast of modern thought, but these books were relatively few—and 
should be few—compared with those which were read for recreating 
the mind. He considered that all the great novels, poems and dramas 
did this in a measure which was not always recognised. The President 
said that it was the duty of the public library to provide good fiction, 
modern and older, in generous number. The critics who quarrelled 
with public libraries over issuing fition were either ignorant or 
hypocritical. He asked them to consider what their own main i 
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was. It was time the regular division of statistics by critics of libraries 
into fiction and non-fiction came to an end, as the terms had really 
very little value and not much meaning nowadays. 


VII. BroapcastInc. 

At the same meeting Sir John C. W. Reith, the Director-General 
of the B.B.C., dealt with listening groups in relation to public libraries. 
In several libraries a room is set apart on certain nights for a gathering 
of people under a leader who listen to courses of wireless addresses 
and then discuss and read in connexion with them. He urged that more 
libraries should undertake co-operation with what he regarded as the 
most important influence in the intellectual life of modern times. 

At the conclusion of his address there was a well-attended 
meeting, with Mr. Berwick Sayers in the chair, which dealt with the 
same subject, when the director of Broadcast Adult Education, Mr. 
C. A. Siepmann, described the work that had been done and called 
for further suggestions. 

During the coming winter some six connected series of lectures 
by the greatest authorities in the country are to be broadcast. In 
connexion with these, syllabuses giving direétions in reading and lists 
of books have been published. Users of these are definitely 
recommended to go to their public libraries to obtain the books. 

Varying opinions of the value of the broadcast were expressed, 
some holding that single lectures were of more value in stimulating 
interest than courses. Others declared the courses to be too advanced 
for the ordinary listener; but all were clearly of opinion that the 
reading of the country had been definitely influenced by the broadcasts. 

VIII. Orner MEeTINGs. 

The meeting addressed by Mr. Walter H. Godfrey, F.S.A., on 
“ Graphic Records for Old Buildings : a Scheme for an Index,” was 
interesting. The Royal Archaeological Institute is endeavouring to 
make a record of every old building in the country that is likely to have 
an architectural or other interest. This record will be of great value 
to Students who wish to work out a line of historical or architectural 
Study and do not know now where to find examples. 

A valuable discussion, mainly of interest to the professional 
librarian, was that of new methods in library technique, which was 
presided over by the Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. A. Savage. In this 
sloping shelves, libraries without wickets, the question of construction 
of library counters and other matters were dealt with. 

These were all the meetings the present reporter *was able 
to attend. A certain Mr. Smith of Leicester was of opinion that they 
could all be crowded into about two days ; his constitution must be 
as robust as his lungs evidently are. This opinion, with a flight of 
imagination about delegates at a local matinee, was printed by news- 
papers that ought to know better. 

There was “an unusually good trades exhibition, larger than 
ordinarily, and it was well-attended. On the whole the Conference 
was a very interesting and informative experience. Moreover, 
although the weather was wet through the greater part of the week, 
the amenities of Cheltenham were most attractive. The local organiza- 
tion, admirably.direéted by Mr. D. W. Herdman, the civic welcome 
and the hospitality of the authorities left nothing to be desired. 
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. . 
Hospital Libraries 

By Sir Bruce Bruce-Porter, K.B.E., C.M.G., M.D. 
IN my view, the importance of a library to the sick far exceeds its 
value to the fit. 1 am quite satisfied they are necessities to both groups, 
and always feel sorry for those who live without books as friends, but 
to the sick their companionship is vital. 

Hospitals, as we know them, are the slow growth of centuries 
and began as Infirmaries attached to religious houses and intended to 
hide the sick from public eyes. The occupants in the early days were, 
in the main, illiterate and of the poorest section of the community, and 
went in to die. 

The position to-day is quite different. Our great teaching Hospitals 
are places where patients go, either for an operation to restore them to 
health, or for the purpose of having their condition investigated by 
means of the specialised equipment and by a specialised staff: X-Rays, 
the Bacteriologist, etc., etc. 

The cost of living has gone up, and so has the cost of dying, and 
the professional man and the clerk of moderate means cannot afford 
the fees which may be required for the many specialist examinations 
in order to clear up an obscure condition. 

There are the never-ending streams of accident cases, and the 
occupants of our great Hospitals to-day bear little resemblance to the 
sick and poor who originally called these places into being. 

I do not wish to criticise the Hospitals in any unfriendly spirit, 
since, having seen these places in many countries, I feel we lead the 
world in total marks for skill of doétors and devotion and ability of 
nurses and general humanity ; but I am satisfied that, while money is 
spent lavishly in the improvements in medical equipment and surgical 
material, there is urgent need for recasting of the side which has to 
deal with the mental side of the inmates—one might be forgiven for 
calling it the human side. | deal with the average, not the exception. 

A patient meets with an accident and is carried into a General 
Hospital. Imagine the transformation. A nervous woman who is 
shy to a degree (such still exist), finds herself in a dormitory with all 
the functions of life and death going on round her, the total privacy 
obtainable being a flimsy screen ; if able to get out of bed for meals, it 
means sitting at the bedside with the tray resting on the bed. The 
whole upset of habits is beyond description. 

I have heard it said that a room of size is not a necessity for a 
library. Here, | may say at once, | would like to see a large room set 
aside for this purpose on both male and female sides of the hospital, 
and this room could also be used as a dining-room and reading-room. 

We need a highly skilled librarian, someone who not only loves 
books but humanity. The varied tastes of the readers is surprising, 
and we find the very brainy man, when laid by the heels, seeking the 
light novei rather than the heavy book of science. 

The Hospital Library Committee of St. John and the Red Cross 
can testify to the varied demands ; for example, during the War men 
in distant lands found amusement in studying the pages of “Bradshaw” 
and planning trips for their next Home leave. At one time there was a 


*A Speech made at the Library Association Conference, Cheltenham, 1931. 
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NATURE BOOKS 


The R.T.S. List of Nature Books contains 
particulars of 32 volumes, including : 
CREATURES OF THE SEA, by 
Frank T. F.R.G.S. 6s. net 
WILD FLOWERS OF THE YEAR, 


by Anne Pratr 7s. 6d. net 
BIRDLAND, by Otiver G. Pike, 
F.Z.S., F.R.P.S. 6s. net 


EVERY ONE’S BOOK OF BRITISH 
NATURAL HISTORY, by W. 
Percival Weste.t, F. Ls PSA. 
Scot. 6s. net 

FIFTY-TWO NATURE RAMBLES, 
by W. Percivat F.L.S., 
F.S.A.Scot. 6s. net 


TRAVEL BOOKS 


w ANDE RINGS IN WIDEST AFRICA, 
by Cawrnett, F.R.G.S 


Fully illustrated 7s. 6d. net 
THE ROME OF ST. PAUL, by os 
G. Mackinnon, M.A,, D.D. Well 


Nlustrated in photograv ure from photo- 
eraphs of Ancient Rome, reconstructed 
‘y Professor Giuseppe Gatteschi 
7s. 6d. net 
And many others. 


ARCHAOLOGICAL 
BOOKS 


An Important Series of 17 Books by 

Sir E. A. W LIS BUDGE, M.A., 
Litr.D., F.S.A 

JAMES BAIKIE, F.R.A 

Pror. R. A. S. MACAL istE R, LL.D., 
Litr.D., F.S.A 

Sir W. M. FLINDERS PETRIE. 

And others. 


BOOKS FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS 


Over 600 titles of books for boys and _ girls 
are included in the JUVENILE LIST 
which is specially arranged for easy refer- 
ence. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST. 


The ReligiousTract Society 
4 BOUVERIE STREET 
LONDON, E.C.4 


APPLETON—— 


TAXONOMY OF THE 
FLOWERING PLANTS. 

A. M. JOHNSON 
Intended primarily for the student and 


teacher. Copiously illustrated throughout 
with drawings by the author. 864 pages. 


AN ECONOMIC HISTORY 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 
EDWARD F. HUMPHREY 


Every phase of the economic progress is 
treated. The volume also reflects the politi- 
cal history and social development. Illus- 


trated, including colour maps. 16/- 
THE BOY WHO LOVED 
THE SEA. MARY H. WADE 


The Story of Captain James Cook. A 
delightful biography for voung readers told 
simply, accurately and authoritatively. 
Illustrated. 6- 


INDIANS, CROCODILES AND 
MONKEYS. JOHN V. DEVEL 


Adventures, both thrilling and amusing, 
of a daredevil young man who went through 
the Caribbean Sea, up the Orinoco, and 
among the strange Indians of South 
America. 76 


WITH A MOTOR TRUCK 
IN WEST AFRICA. 
WILFRED D. HAMBLEY 


The author was leader of an expedition to 
Angola and Nigeria in 1929-30, and tells a 
marvellous story of the dangers, adventure 
and interesting experiences met among the 
natives of those seldom visited lands. 
Illustrated. 76 


OUTDOORLAND. 
ROBERT W. CHAMBERS 


Written to entertain and instruct the child 
and to initiate him into the manifold secrets 
of outdoorland. Illustrated in colour. 7.6. 


JOAN JORDAN’S JOB. 
MARGARET WARDE 
The author of the well-known Betty Wales 
stories has here created another character 
just as charming. This story tells of the 
numerous jobs she found and of the great 
success she made of them. 5- 


LAUGHING LAD. H.C. CREW 


A story of modern France so charming, so 

manly, and yet so gay that it will be a 
favourite with boys and girls for many 
years. 5 - 


Autumn List on Application. 


34 Bedford Street, London 
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great demand for finger prayer books and Testaments on India paper, 
which was a puzzle until someone discovered that the inspiration was 
not a religious revival, but a shortage of cigarette papers and these 
books were an excellent substitute. 

I was fortunate in my War Hospital in England in having, as 
Honorary Librarian, that delightful person, the late Pett Ridge, and 
even at this date it is impossible to assess his worth and the curative 
value of this department. It was no easy task in those days to keep 
track of books lent, as the reader of a half-finished novel was more 
likely than not to borrow it on the “Kathleen Mavourneen” principal 
of: “It may be for years ; 

It may be for ever.” 

I am of the opinion that we must take serious steps to secure 
suitable library rooms in every hospital, and the supply of books must 
be organized on a national plan. There is no fairness in leaving such 
work to the smal] group who, to-day, are carrying on the work of my 
old friend Mrs. Gaskell, and expecting the supply of mental pabulum to 
be forthcoming free of cost to the Hospitals up and down the country. 
We do not expect food for the body to be delivered free to these places. 

Much can be done by voluntary effort, and I should be-sorry to 
see it put an end to. There must be many educated men and women 
who could help, but the post of Hospital Librarian to a big Hospital 
is big enough for a whole-time job. 

The assistants must be endowed with taét, and must realise the 
most successful visitor at the bedside is the good listener—not the 
brilliant conversationalist. Sick folk are all egoists and want to talk 
about themselves and their ailments, and the librarian’s helpers, in 
short, must be able to sense the type of book which will interest the 
patient. Just as it is essential that the physician should be fully ac- 
quainted with the composition of the medicine he prescribes, so the 
librarian must have knowledge of his books and not recommend ‘“The 
Bronte Family” to a T.B. patient, since, as you know, six children are 
portrayed as dying of consumption ; but rather, as a medical friend 
of mine, Dr. Gerald Webb of Colerado Springs, suggests, the lives of 
Voltaire, Emerson and Ruskin, who all lived to an advanced age in 
spite of this disease. 

There are many biographies in existence of men who have 
triumphed over disease, but we must remember biographies, as a rule, 
are heavy volumes, and not to be recommended to those physically 
enfeebled. 

While it is true that the sick man or woman, as a rule, is not 
desirous of being educated, it is very helpful if we can interest them 
and take them out of themselves. Short stories are acceptable to many, 
and there are many such amongst the Classics. 

In stocking the shelves of the Library, voluntary enterprise can 
do much, especially if we can but convince the great Public that books 
printed on the ordinary soft paper of the cheaper issues will dis- 
integrate in time, and so might as well be given away as soon as read, 
and they only harbour dust if kept. 

In short, my points are :— 

First: Mental food is as important as physical to the invalid, 
and much more so than the average bottle of medicine. 


A Complete and Up-to-date Library of 
Modern Building Practice 


BRICKWORK, CONCRETE | 
AND MASONRY 


Eptrep sy T. CORKMILL, M.1.Struct.E. Assisted by a Staff of Leading Specialists. 


This popular series of technical handbooks deals with every branch of the Building Trades in a 
thoroughly expert and practical manner. It is invaluable to craftsmen, apprentices, students, 
and all engaged in the trade. Clear and concise writing and excellent illustrations render the 
work easily understandable by cvery reader. Each vol. 68, net. 

Contents of the Vols: 
Vol. 1. Brickwork Materials, Construction, Vol. 5. Masonry, Machines and Appliances, 


Craftsmanship. Constructional Details, Circular Work, 
Vol. 2. Cireular Brickwork, Fireplace and Materials. 

Chimney Construction, Preliminary Vol. 6. Styles of Architecture, Double Curva- - 

Operations. ture Work, Stone Stairs, Carving, 
Vol. 3. Seaffolding, Plain Concrete, Reinforced Measuring and Costing. 

Concrete. Vol. 7. Modern Construction, Mechanics, 
Vol. 4. Fire-resisting Construction, Drainage Engineering Masonry Calculations. 

and Sanitation, Materials, Drawing Vol. 8. Slating and Tiling, Plastering, Measur- 

and Geometry. ing and Estimating for Builder’s Work. 


Other Sets of Volumes uniform with the above : 


PLUMBING AND GASFITTING (7 vols.); JOINERY AND 
G¢ CARPENTRY (6 vols.) ; ELECTRICAL WIRING AND CONTRACTING 
(7 vols.) ; ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION 
(8 vols.) ; WORKSHOP PRACTICE (8 vols.)._ 63. net each vol. 
PAINTING AND DECORATING (6 vols.). 78. 64. net cach vol. 
Full details post free. 


SIR ISAAC PITMAN & SONS LTD. 


Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


STARR’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


“It is evident all craftsmen are not dead yet”— 
said a prominent librarian when examining some of 
our work. 

OUR AIM—The best we can give at all times in 
QUALITY, METHOD AND SERVICE 


Our ever-expanding business proves that our work 
has stood the test. 


SAMPLES BOUND FREE OF CHARGE. 


Phone (Two Lines) : 484 and 485, Telegrams : “‘ STARRS, 484 WIGAN.” 
ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS, 


JAMES STARR & SONS Ltd. 


LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, WIGAN 
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Second: We need rooms in every hespital to which patients 
who are well enough to get up may escape for feeding and 
recreation. While it is true the majority of patients go 
home when fit to get up, there are always some who must 
Stay a bit longer, and these, when collected together, 
number more than enough to fill a good-sized room. 

During the War I was commanding a 2,600-bed Hospital outside 
Central London, and found it necessary to have dining-rooms which 
could be used as recreation-rooms as well ; and when the demand for 
* beds became acute, the War Office sent down to see how many extra 
beds these rooms would hold ; but I was soon able to convince these 
inspecting officers that | could put more beds in a ward if those who 


were able to get up had somewhere to sit and read or talk. 

When I went to Mespot. I took out a hospital of 1,050 beds and 
arranged with each of my officers to take a definite number of books, 
agreeing among ourselves what they should be, and in this way was 
formed the nucleus of a decent library. 

Put the position the Library should play in its right place, and see 
to it that the Hospital Library Organization of St. John and the Red 
Cross is expanded and put on a national footing, and is not starved 
for money or helpers. 

The more the subject is discussed, the more obvious it must be 
that our Hospitals will not be up to date if the controllers do not 
recognise the difference between the present-day occupants and the 
poor illiterate folk whose needs first called them into being. 


The Publishers’ Exhibition 


By E. G. H. Carrer, Sales Manager, Grafton & Co. 

Tue largest and most comprehensive Exhibition ever held in the 
history of the Library Association was held this year in the Winter 
Gardens, Cheltenham, on the occasion of the Library Association 
Confetence. No less than forty-seven exhibitors practically filled this 
vast hall with their exhibits, which included a wide range of objeéts 
from steel stacks to liquid soap. The quality of the exhibits has never 
before been excelled, and one could not with fairness to all concerned 
point out an outstanding exhibit. The worst was good. 

I only wish I could say the same of the arrangements for the 
exhibitors to do business. These, to say the least, seemed to me to 
be simply appalling, and it is time the Library Association began to 
realise that the existing State of affairs cannot go on indefinitely. 
There is a limit to exhibitors’ patience and I venture to think that this 
limit has been reached. 

Forty-seven exhibitors this year paid a rental of 15s. per foot 
space for the privilege of exhibiting, the Library Association drawing 
something in the region of {£500 and paying a purely nominal rent 
to their hosts, the Cheltenham Corporation. For this exorbitant sum, 
they give practically nothing beyond an occasional trestle table. Any 
furnishings or decorative work had to be paid for by the Exhibitors. 

The business programme at the Conference is arranged without 
much, if any, consideration for the Exhibitor who is there for 
business. This year there were certainly not more than seven hours 


THE 


LIBRACO 
BOOK TROLLEY 


Thousands of books are daily returned to the shelves. To do this 
work by hand entails many visits with a risk of dropping and 
damaging the books. Surely a Book Trolley is indispensable as it 
enables the books to be easily sorted into class order, and then wheeled 
to the shelves quickly. Mr. R. Lillie, the Chief Librarian of Gateshead, 
says :— 
“ The Library Book Trolley is such a great labour saver 

that no busy Open Access Library can do without it. 

The ease with which it can be manipulated adds to 

its usefulness.” 

At Bethnal Green, one of the busiest Open Access Libraries in London, 
Mr. Radcliffe, the Librarian, has in use six trolleys. His method is :— 
“ The books as returned are placed on the trolley which 

when loaded is run into the store, where the books are 

arranged in class order on’ shelves, then replaced on 

the trolley and wheeled into the Library. The work 

of replacing the books on the shelves is quick and 

easy and there is no risk of damage.” 
At Wandsworth, in the Libraries of Putney, Clapham, Balham, 
Streatham, Tooting, Allfarthing Lane, and Earlsfield, the Book 
Trolley was found indispensable, especially in the change over to 
Open Access, where books had to be handled with expedition. 
Similarly at the Willesden Libraries, the Lambeth Libraries, the 
University Library, Glasgow, the Book Trolley has been found an 
extremely useful Library aid. 


THE BEST TROLLEY 


is undoubtedly that made by Libraco. It is strongly constructed fot 
heavy and daily usage. It is 36 inches long, 36 inches high and 15 
inches wide, giving 18 feet shelf space. It is equipped with noiseless 
rubber tyred wheels, revolving and ball bearing. It is easy to 
manipulate, can be turned on its own axis, and easily wheeled round 
corners within a narrow radius. It is a thoroughly reliable, strongly 
constructed and well-finished article, built to do the work. 


Price £7. | 8. 6a. Carriage paid 


Libraco Limited, 62 Cannon Street, London, €.¢.4 
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during the whole week wherein the delegates could possibly find time 
to visit the exhibition unless they absented themselves from some 
meeting or other. Seventy pounds an hour is, I venture to suggest, 
a pretty tall sum to charge. Business on the whole was poor, and let 
me say straight away that we cannot put this all down to the Economy 
call. Part of it was no doubt due to this cause but in the main it was 
entirely due to the lack of time afforded to delegates. From many 
personal conversations with delegates I have fully confirmed this view. 
Many of the Exhibitors have expressed the opinion that it would be 
far cheaper and certainly more profitable to ignore the Official 
Exhibition and get together to run one of their own, This will 
probably happen unless the official promoters mend their ways. They 
must give more time to the delegates. Fifty per cent of the time would 
not be too much. If they cannot give the time, then they must cease 
to hold what they term the Official Exhibition of the Library Associa- 
tion. 

Next year’s venue is Bournemouth and I suggest with all sincerity 
to the Library Association Council that they should make an attempt to 
get together with some of the exhibitors who have had a very much 
greater experience in the organising of an Exhibition than they have 
had, and whose business methods and ideas would be very valuable. 
Many publishers, for instance, exhibit at the N.U.T. Conferences 
where, incidentally, the charge is somewhere in the region of 7s. 6d. 
per foot run, all superstru€tures and decoration being provided for 
this sum. Mr. W. W. Fortune of Messrs. Libraco Ltd. is another 
who has had a vast experience in the organisation of Exhibitions. 
An interchange of ideas with some of these individuals would, | feel 
sure, result in a much improved State of affairs. 

I am assuming, of course, in this criticism, that the members of _ 
the Library Association themselves desire the exhibition to be held. 
If they do, then it is most essential that proper facilities be afforded 
them to visit the show. To do this, the number of papers and other 
meetings must be drastically cut down. Otherwise, the whole thing 
becomes a farce. It is quite within the bounds of possibility that the 
writer of this will as a result be threatened with a fate that nearly over- 
took the editor of one of our contemporaries and be driven into exile. 
If, however, these expressions of opinion serve to improve the existing 
conditions of exhibitors at the annual conference, then I feel sure 
that the banishment will be worth while. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 
A Memory. 

It was at the 1915 Conference that we first joined pens, as it were, 
to indite our impressions of a meeting of librarians. There was a 
War then, of course, and some of our younger men were with the 
Colours, but at that time not all of them by any means ; and yet our 
numbers were so small that we could write of this man smoking a pipe 
at a conversazione, or of that one—he Still survives—wearing a top 
hat ; and every one of our readers would recognise them. I remember 
how you insisted on pruning my paragraphs in consequence, as they 
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NOW READY. ner. 


Cloth Bound and Taped 
The Individualist 
Sir PHILIP GIBBS 


Brother Wolf 
Mrs. BAILLIE REYNOLDS 


Two Men and Gwenda 
MABEL BARNES-GRUNDY 


The Viking Strain 
A. G. HALES 


Marozia A. G. HALES 


Dorinda’'s Lovers 


EFFIE ADELAIDE 
ROWLANDS 


House of Storms 
HILDA BRIDGES 


Crosby Lockwood & Son’s 
Announcements 


WRIGHT & BROWN 


12-14 Red Lion Court 
Fleet Street E.C.4 


If you were unable 
to visit Foyle’s Stand 
at the Conference 


you are invited to visit Foyle’s 
Bookshops, where Mr. J. P. Flood 
(Manager of Foyle’s Libraries Dept.) 
will be happy to explain to you 
how Foyle’s Library Service adapts 
itself to the particular circum- 
stances of any locality and the 
advantages which it offers. 


Foyles have over 2,000,000 vols. 
(new, second-hand, out-of-print) on 
all subjects in stock. 25 Depts. 
30 catalogues issued. Any cata- 
logue sent gratis on application. 


All lists of requirements or replace- 
ments will be dealt with quickly and 


efficiently. 


FOYLE’S 
LIBRARIES DEPT. 
Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2 


Just Ready 


Electricity for Coal Mining Students 
J. STEVENSON and W.:MILLER 


7/6 
Poultry Breeding for Egg Production 
A. H. CAPPER 2/6 


The Modern Soap Industry (New 
Edn.). In Two Volumes 

G. MARTIN Per Vol. 36/- 

Tacheometrice Tables 

F. A. REDMOND 86 

Elementary Hyperbolics. In Two 

Vols. M. GHEURY DE BRAY 

Per Vol. 7/6 

Reinforced Concrete Bridges (New 

Edn.) W. L. Scott 28/- 
re Writing and Design 

H. and R. L. 

3/6 

Engineer's Year Book (1931 Edn.) 

‘ THE ENGINEER ”’ 31/6 


Nearly Ready 


Chemical Engineering as Applied to 
the Cement Rotary Kiln 
G. MARTIN 
Mechanical Handling and Storing 
of Material. G. F. ZIMMER 
Pigs and Bacon Curing (New Edn.) 
R. E. Davies 
Modern Farm Buildings 
D. N. McHarpy 
Central Heating and Hot Water 
Supply. G. C. SANFoRD 
Wagon Details and Construction 
P. H. SAUNDERS 
Coach and Motor Trimming 
A. T. INNES 
Income Tax and the Business Man 
K. A. CoLes 
Income Tax and the Professional 
Man. K. A. CoLeEs 
Angles on Practical Flying 
P. W. F. Mills . 
Applied Chemistry. Vol. Two (New 
Edn.). C. K. TINKLER 
Bauxite (New Edn.). C. S. Fox 
Practical Surveying (New Edn.) 
G. W. 
Prices are Net 
Send for New Quarterly 
Announcement List 


Stationers’ Hall Court 
Ludgate Hill E.C.4 
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tended “ to mark a man,” and we were ever impersonal. | mention 
this merely to contrast Cheltenham with Westminster in 1915. Crowded 
sessions, with no whiskers, one top-hat only, and innumerable women, 
—time changes things. Once we could meet in the lounge. Do you 
remember the parties that Potter-Briscoe of dear memory used to form 
to counteract the group that found the bottle the best accompaniment 
of conference leisure ? That was thirty or more years ago. But in 
those parties we were members of a family, and all knew all; nowa- 
days, even if we see a friend across a sea of faces, before we can get to 
him through that sea he has gone his way. It is useless to lament this, 
because you and I both wanted, for larger than personal reasons, a 
large association ; and no doubt it has advantages which were not 
ours in the old days. 

This letter is Nor a REcorD 
of the Cheltenham Conference, because you have already read that 
in the September number of The Library Association Record which 
appeared with admirable promptitude, considering that it contains a 
very full report, before the end of last month. My writing at all about 
it is just to recall the old days, and to touch lightly on some of the things 
which appealed to me personally. The great crowd was, of course, 
the first impression. The other was the unawareness, as it were, of 
the political crisis. True, Colonel Mitchell touched upon it in his 
address, but in the intimate conversations which are the real sap of 
the meeting it was barely mentioned. Yet that crisis, the high income 
tax, the reckless governmental “ cutting” of salaries, and the sub- 
sequent slip from the gold standard, musi have some effect on libraries, 
even if it is not so great as the temerarious fear. One effect will be a 
a rising price for foreign books, especially American ones, which is a 
pity, as through literature internationality can best grow where personal 
contact is impossible. Indeed, if rumour be true, one librarian who 
recently went to America found his former admiration reduced rather 
than enlarged by the reality. And that, too, is a pity. But I see 
The Librarian thinks that to anticipate any attack on our incomes is 
to cry “‘ wolf” and to invite them ; perhaps he is right and the policy 
of the ostrich will preserve us ; and, again, perhaps he isn’t. 

If there was anything in the Conference, apart from the renewal 
of personal contaéts, that attraéted me, it was 

THe EXHIBITION 

from which I confess I get more inspiration than from many papers. 
But I wish the exhibition could have fewer books in it and be more 
definitely limited to apparatus. I believe in book-selection ; the careful 
examination of a work with due regard to its author, publisher, 
subject, and the reviews it has received. When, then, I see the off- 
scourings of commercial circulating libraries, and shelves on shelves 
of books shown by book-binders who somehow are contriving to 
appear to be booksellers as well, 1 ask myself this: Can any librarian 
have such omniscience, rapidity of judgment and assurance that he 
can buy from them with safety ? No, Zenodotus, there is not time at 
a Conference for the real examination of books, and to buy without 
examination is pernicious. The only book exhibition that is good is 
of the kind thet Mr. Nowell has got together at the headquarters of 
the L.A. in connexion with 


I 
| I 


B. RILEY & CO. LTD. 


Library Bookbinders and Booksellers 


thank their numerous librarian friends for the 
interest displayed in their exhibition of books 
and bindings at the Cheltenham Conference. 


They are especially gratified by the attention 
paid to their 


NEW AND CHEAPER CLOTH BINDING 


(in WinTERBOTTOM’s FAst FrinisH CLotH). 


Particulars of this and of other styles sent free 
on request. 


366 LEEDS RD., HUDDERSFIELD 


Wastell’s Educational Supply Service 


The Juvenile Specialists 


High Road, Tottenham, N.17 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE AND 
HIS DAUGHTER SUSANNAH 


By FRANK MARCHAM 6s. n. 


RAILWAY LITERATURE 1556-1830 


A HANDLIST_ BY R. A. PEDDIE 10s.6d. n. 


GRAFTON & CO. 


Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1 
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“ Books to READ,” 

although, mark you, I do not personally much appreciate such books 
as Books to Read. 1 can imagine them to be quite useful to inexperienced 
and unlettered librarians, but only very slightly to others. However, 
the L.A. has determined to become a publishing firm and this is one 
of its best ventures. If Mr. Nowell reads this, he will not feel that I 
am criticising his work ; for no one could have done the job better. 
What I objec to is that librarians should expe adequate book- 
selection ever to be done forthem. Time, locality, population quality, 
and a dozen other matters determine this, and a good librarian can 
test these things himself. If he cannot, he ought to be in another job. 
This is, of course, only an impression, with which you may violently 
disagree, and im any case, Books to Read has been a great success. 

By the way an old friend, the Rev. J. Clare-Hudson, who was 
present at the 1866 Conference, and is Still going strong, walked up 
to me the other day and said that there was 


No Dare ON THE TITLE-PAGE 

of the Sma// Libraries Manual,“ and,” he exclaimed, “ it is published 
by the Library Association!” I could not quite see the enormity of 
the offence, beacuse 1931 appears on the front board and at the end of 
the preface ; but the venerable bibliographer only opened eyes a little 
wider at my heresy. And, indeed, I thought somewhat whimsically 
of the treatment Mr. Esdaile would mete out to any other publisher of 
a /ibrary text-book who made such a slip. However, I like this little 
Manual, although much of the stuff in it comes from other text-books ; 
it will do its work quite well I fancy. 

What abominable SALARIES 
librarians are offered! Fancy £600 for Hampstead, {450 for Ipswich, 
and now I hear {900 is to be offered for the great city of Manchester. 
This last salary is parsimony, if indeed, as I can scarcely believe, it is 
actually to be offered 

AN AMERICAN BULLETIN. 

In the Wilson Bulletin for Librarians for September, 1931, Mr. 
Henry A. Sharp writes an illustrated account of work in a British 
Reference Library, which leads me to hope that some other British 
librarian may be induced to write another similar account. The value 
and speciality of this account are that it is a diary of the happenings of 
a day from the opening to the closing of the library, showing what the 
Staff and the public are actually doing and seeking there. We get so 
many cut and dried instructions about reference libraries, so few aétual 
experiences. If only Hilaire Belloc would spend a few days in a refer- 
ence library, and write of it in the spirit in which he wrote his meander- 
ing, stimulating, irritating and altogether delightful story of The Path 
to Rome, what an account it would be! 

The same number contains a list by Miss Ruth Melamed of 
Outstanding Novels of the zoth Century, which some will find an 
interesting check list. Some of the notes wont do; e.g., Hudson’s 
Green Mansions is described as “‘ the tragic love of a young naturalist 
and a native girl in the forest of Guiana.” Shades of Rima! 

Vale! ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers ON Our Arratrs.”—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor.p.] 
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Obituary 


Mr. GeorGe Epwarp Laup Denne. 
The Conference was shadowed by the announcement that on the 
morning of September 2nd the chief librarian of Ilford had died 
suddenly. Mr. Denne, who was 49 years of age, was formerly assistant 
in the Richmond Public Library, and later sub-librarian at Ilford, 
before spending sixteen years as chief librarian. A charming, un- 
obtrusive and most companionable man, he combined with these 
qualities excellent organizing power. Under his guidance the new 
central library at Ilford was opened, and “he lived,” as Col. Mitchell 
said at the Annual Meeting, “long enoughto see it achieve most remark- 
able success.” Great sympathy is felt and expressed for Mrs. Denne. 
Mr. Ricwarp HeEwirr. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. CuHaries RicHarpD 
Hewrrr, F.L.A., which occurred on August 15th in an Ealing Nursing 
Home, after a long illness. Mr. Hewitt, who was 61 years of age, was 
Chief Librarian of the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum. He has 
had a distinguished career as a medical librarian and his passing is a 
great loss to the profession. 

He commenced his career in 1885 when he entered the service of 
the Royal College of Surgeons. After 22 years as Assistant Librarian 
he resigned to take up the appointment of Librarian of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, which he held for 13 years. At the invitation of 
the League of Red Cross Societies he resigned his appointment in 
order to organise a Library and Registry for a proposed International 
Institute of Public Health at Geneva. As the scheme did not mature 
after two years effort he returned to England and undertook the 
compilation of the Medical Year Book, a unique publication, which 
was described as the medical “‘ Whitaker.” In 1925 he was appointed 
Chief Librarian of the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum. 

In addition to the various offices held during his lifetime he 
re-organised, in 1907-8, the Library of the Medical School attached to 
University College, and, for a short time, he acted as Librarian of 
Guy’s Hospital Medical School. His assistance was also obtained by 
the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis and for five years he supplied 
all the periodical literature on the subjeét, over 15,000 references 
being despatched to them. 

He wrote but little, but in addition to the Medical Year Book he 
published a work, with B. F. Robinson, on “ How to make an Index.” 
He also published Indexes to the Journal of the Royal Institution of 
Cornwall and to the publications of the New Sydenham Society, and 
has contributed, from time to time, to various learned and scientific 
journals and to “ Men and Women of the Time.” 

Miss MARSHALL. 

Miss MARSHALL, who has been a member of the Wood Green 
Public Library Staff since 1913, passed away suddenly on the 13th 
September, 1931. 


Personal News 
Mr. Mixes SHEPHERD, Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries, to be Chief 
Assistant, Huddersfield Public Libraries. Six Certificates of the 
Library Association, Member of L.A., N.A.L.G.O. 

J.D. Reyrnotps, Assistant Cataloguer, Leeds Public Libraries,to be 
Assistant Librarian, Dewsbury Public Libraries. Six L. A. Certificates. 
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Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tut Lrsrary Worup would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries for 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the first day of each month} 


Accrington 

The assistants at the Accrington Public Library recently arranged 
specimens of locally colleéted wild flowers, which were exhibited 
and named. Cases of birds’ eggs were similarly dealt with, and an 
exhibition of the books relating to the subjeéts treated were shown 
and well used. 


Bacup 

The new Public Library at Bacup was recently opened with a 
Stock of nearly 10,000 volumes mostly presented by the local Co- 
operative Society. The first book borrowed was ‘‘ My First Books ” 
(Jerome). 


Blackpool 

The Blackpool Library and Art Gallery Committee has pur- 
chased for a nominal sum the original manuscript of the history of 
Blackpool and the Fylde, by the one time Vicar, Rev. William 
Thornber. 


Bristol 


The Bristol Public Libraries have organised a splendid programme 
for the Half-Hour Talks to Children, 1931-32. 


Burton-on-Trent 
In the September—Oétober number of the Bulletin is given a 
useful account of Jerome K. Jerome. 


Coventry 
In the September number of the Coventry Bookshelf extensive 
reading lists are given on the subjects of the ten autumn lectures. 


Croydon 
In the Readers’ Index for September a special article is given by 
Mr. K. A. Ryde on Lloyd Park, a new recreation ground of the town. 


Finsbury 

In the Finsbury Public Library Quarter/y Guide for Readers for 
July is given the annual report on ‘the work of the Library for the 
year 1931-32. “Mr. Cannons is to be congratulated on a fine record. 


Gateshead 

A particularly interesting article in the Gateshead Public Library 
Record is am account of the Chairman of the Libraries Committee, 
Mr. H. F. Fallow, ].P., of “ Some Libraries Abroad.” 
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Hammersmith 

The list of autumn le@ures arranged to take place at the Central 
Library is an extremely interesting one. 
Rawtenstall 

An interesting ceremony took place in the Rawtenstall Library 
on Tuesday, August 11th, when portraits of seven pioneers of the 
slipper industry in Rossendale were unveiled and presented to the 
town. The oil ‘aes will hang in the Art Gallery and Museum 
at Whitaker Park. 


Sheffield 
The Public Libraries have issued a useful list of books bearing 


on the Macmillan Report on Finance and Industry. 


Taunton 
Taunton Traders’ Association have 2 produced a fine guide, 
the historical record of which was compiled by the Librarian. 


Report on the Municipal Library System 


of London and Home Counties, 1929 


Tue date should be noted of this capital little publication of the 
Library Association, which forms No. 3 of the London and Home 
Counties Branch Series, because it records matter already three years 
old, in a movement which has been rather fluid of late. The editing, 
by James D. Stewart, is admirably done in a judicious and conserva- 
tive manner. 

There are in the area of the Branch 108 authorities representing 
all grades of the service, serving 10} millions of people. The libraries 
have 4,622,540 volumes, and in 1929 issued 35 odd millions to 1,173,337 
registered borrowers. Staffs number 1,398. 

One reads the report with mixed feelings. There is progress in 
co-operation, but not much in finance. Only 5 authorities levy a 
3d. rate, 7 levy less than 1d., and 32 less than 2d. That is to say, 39 
spend relatively less on libraries than they did before the War. Salaries 
are not much to write about. Only one librarian in the whole of this 
great and wealthy area receives over {900 and the average salary is 
£604; county authorities with their great populations—think of 
Kent, Middlesex and Surrey: hives of humanity—have an average 
of £400! Deputies reach an average of £378 and Branch Librarians 
£317, except under county councils where the average dazzles at £225. 

access rules in all libraries except two. We wonder which 

they are ? Stocktaking appears to be done fitfully and the account of 

losses is not too convincing. Hours of opening appear to be 9 to 9 

for reading rooms and to to 8 for lending libraries. Nine out of 108 

a on Sunday afternoons or evenings and four on bank-holidays. 

record of children’s libraries is dismal ; only four libraries seem 

to have children’s librarians, which means that only four really do 
library work with children. 

We shall return to this report later. Meanwhile we commend 
it to every librarian as a small mine of facts. 
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Notes 


Mr. G. H. Hitt, the Librarian of the Buxton Public Libraries, has 
taken up the work of editing the “ Librarians’ Guide,” published 
by the L.Y.B.P.Ld., 67, Dale Street, Liverpool, and he will be 
very pleased to have the latest available report and returns for all 
public libraries. A copy of the questionnaire already issued to the 
various Librarians will be duplicated on request to him either at 
Buxton or at 67, Dale Street, Liverpool. 
A Great ACHIEVEMENT. 

We have just received from Messrs. Libraco Ltd. their complete 
Catalogue of Library Equipments and Library Methods.* We say 
unhesitatingly and without fear of contradiétion that this series of 
Lists is the finest that has been issued during the past 10 years. We 
are very often asked how much progress has been made in the planning 
and equipment of Libraries during the post-war period. The answer 
lies in Libraco’s Lists. Two years ago a prominent Librarian coined 
a new phrase and spoke of the “ Fortunization of our Public Libraries”; 
no greater compliment could have been paid by anyone to the 
thoroughness and reliability of Libraco methods. No Librarian who 
values his professional reputation can afford to be without this ex- 
tremely valuable supplementary volume to “ Brown’s Manual of 
Library Economy.” It is free for the asking. 

We congratulate Mr. W. W. Fortune and his staff on their great 
achievement and service to the Library profession. 


_* Library Equipment and Library Methods. Libraco Ltd., 1931. (Free on 
application.) 


Library Reports 

Hornsey Public Libraries.—32nd Annual Report, 1930-1931. Borough 
Librarian, }. G. Faraday. Population, 94,000; Rate, 2d. Income 
from Rate, £8,033; Stock: nding, 20,922; Reference, 3,252; 
Branches, 22,353; School Libraries, 4,757. Additions, 3,667. 
Withdrawals, 2,225. Issues: Lending, 194,189; Reference, 
74,964; Branches, 204,758 ; School Libraries, 66,058. Borrowers, 
12,255; extra tickets, 9,193. Branches, 2. 

The main work accomplished for the development of the library service 
during the year has been the planning and organisation of the new branch library 
at Muswell Hill. The building is nearing completion, and with its — the 
library provision for the Borough will be complete. The Central and the existing 
branches all report a year of satisfa&tory work and increased a&tivity. The percent- 
age of population using the libraries rose during the year under review to 13.5, 
which is somewhat above the average. This inflox of new borrowers helped the 
issues to increase by 46,515. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.— 
Annual Report for 1930-1931. Librarian and Curator, Harry Cross, 
F.L.A. Population, 39,330. Rate, 1.85d. Income from Rate, 
£2,880. Stock: Lending, 20,921; Reference, 4,858. Additions, 
2,843. Withdrawals, 2,474. Issues: Lending, 126,753 ; Children’s 
Library, 24,991; Reference, 31,435. Borrowers, 7,052; extra 
tickets, 2,461. 

All departments continue to do good work, and record figures are reported 
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above. The Libraries Committee have decided to extend the lending library, 

and it is expected that this will lead to still larger issues and increased usefulness. 

Application has been made to the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees for assistance 

with a book grant, in view of the faét that serious inroads have been made upon 

the funds available for the purchase of new books, by drastic Stock revision. Since 

ever. 


Leeps Public Libraries, Art Gallery and Museums.—Annual Report 
for 1930-1931. City Librarian, R. J. Gordon, F.L.A. Population, 
478,500. Rate, 3.207d. Income from Rate, £37,557. Stock: 
Lending, 38,245; Circulating department, 18,992; Reference, 
107,800; Commercial and Technical Library, 11,324; Branches, 
163,882. Additions, 37,277. Withdrawals, 15,716. Issues: 
Lending, 447,020; Reference, 87,536 ; Commercial and Technical, 
30,694; Branches, 2,018,350; Junior reading rooms, 261,311 ; 
Newsrooms, 11,914. Borrowers, 63,513; tickets in use, 112,308. 
Branches, 20. 

The Committee are pleased to report the sustained increased use of the libraries 
which has charaéterised the working of the system for a number of years past. 
Last year’s increase of over 413,000 is definite evidence of the popularity and 
efficiency of the libraries. It is a regret of the Committee that they are 
much hampered by the inadequacy of the book fund, and it is feared that unless 
this is augmented immediately the eens high Standard of service cannot long be 
maintained. At the new Hunslet branch library, which was opened in February 
last by the Rt. Hon. Arthur Greenwood, P.C., M.P., Minister of Health, signs are 
not lacking that additions will soon have to be made to the stock to cope with the 
gteat demands made upon it. During the past year £2,079 was expended on binding 
17,484 volumes. Visitors to the Art numbered 189,631, and to the Museums 
$0,7818 
Leicester Public Libraries—s2nd Annual Report, 1930-1931. 

Director, E. E. Lowe, B.Sc., Ph.D. Population, 245,200. Rate, 
2.19d. Income from Rate, £13,681. tock : Central Lending, 
35,912; Reference, 32,383; Branches, 44,715. Additions, 
5.535. Issues: Central Lending, 336,118; Reference, 39,310 
(partial record); Branches, 308,921. Tickets in force, 33,837. 
Branches, 6. 

A general review of the lib: ition in the City, with a 
development for the next five years, wes presented t0 the City Council by the 
Libraries Committee. They called attention to the rapidly growing work of 
the Libraries and the utter inadequacy of the Central building (ereéted 25 years 
ago), to meet the demands now made upon it. The call for more distri& libraries 
is also most persistent. Sanétion has been obtained to re-appropriate to lib 
purposes the old public library building vacated a quarter of a century . 
since given over to business uses. This will be utilise] to expand the adult ending 

it and to establish a worthy children’s library. During the next five years 
it is proposed to ere& four new branches. The WeStcotes Branch has recently 
undergone reorganization. Last year’s issues were 28,467 above the figures for 
the previous year. 

RicHmonp (Surrey) Public Library.—soth Annual Report, 1930-1931. 
Borough Librarian, A. Cecil Piper, F.L.A. Population, 35,639. 
Rate, 2.18d. Income from Rate, £4,335. Stock: Lending, 32,553 ; 
Junior, 3,637; Reference, 25,020; Junior Reference, 295. 
Additions, 2,037. Withdrawals, 520. Issues: Lending, 130,618 ; 
Junior, 28,240; Reference, 9,844; open shelves, 25,000; Junior, 
5.277. Borrowers, 7,191; extra tickets, 4,001. 

During the the Library celebrated the soth anniversary its i 
and a review of the hiftory of the inftitution is printed in the above Report. Veriows 


i 
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comparisons are dra and it is interesting to that has been 
wi 
Still continues successfully. 
Sr. MarYLeBoneE Public Library.—Report of the Committee for the 
tiod 1st April, 1930, to 31st March, 1931. Borough Librarian, 
Gray, F.L.A. Population, 104,173. Rate .54d. Income 
from Rate, £6,694. Stock: Lending, 41,422; Reference, 5,103. 
Additions, 5,152. Withdrawals, 1,724. Issues: Lending, 262,317 ; 
Children’s library, 46,271; Reference, 100,751; open shelves 
36,533. Borrowers, 12,847; extra 6,474. 
Problems i 


gher than a year . The local colleétion was 
uantity of pla is of two local theatres, and 
a number of old maps of the distriét. 


Book-SeleGtion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


INDEX (Catalogue International). Weltliste laufender 
bibliographischer Zeitschriften. Zweite, neubearbeitete und 
Stark vermehrte Auflage. Herausgegeben von Marcel Godet 
und Joris Vorstius. Cr. 8vo, wrappers, pp. xxiii., 420. Walter 
de Gruyter, Berlin and Leipzig, 1931. R.M.15—, geb. 16.— 
The Second Edition of the List of Current Bibliographies issued under the 

auspices of the League of Nations is a great improvement on the earlier volume. 

ann , monthly or wee iterature subje&. An indispensable - 

book in all reference libearces. 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WRITINGS OF WILLIAM SOMERSET MAUGHAM. 
Compiled by Frederick T. Bason. 8vo, cloth, pp. 78. London, 
Unicorn Press, 1931. 10s. 6d. net. 

The Book-Colle&tor and the Collef&tor of First Editions in particular is 
responsible for the form of the Bibliographies of Modern Authors, of which 


Mr. Bason’s W. S. Maugham is a very example. The study ofthe work of the 
author and its yey Sm to a minute description of his books, 
excellently well done owed alin of bie plage and on™ “Index to Best Short 
cribed chronologically, the resulting work cannot be described as the bibliogt mphy 
of the writings of the author. Why not call it “A bibliography of the first 

of the books of the author with notes on his other literary work ” ? 


Bonnarpor (Alfred) The Mirror of the Parisian Bibliophile. A 
Satirical Tale. Translated and Edited by Theodore Wesley Koch. 


in the book$tock ;_ the ascertaining the requirements of readers and endeavouring 

bs to satisfy them ; and the creation of new interests among readers. Special services 
have been developed which were considered to supply definite needs and create 

new interests. One of the first of these was the acquisition of a section of books 

in foreign languages. Another inStance is the development of the Music colleétion 

for which a special catalogue has been published. The problem of book provision 

for children of school age has also received much attention, and a special distri& 

Station for their sole use has been opened. One idea behind this was to save the 

F children walking long distances, and crossing dangerous Streets to the Central 
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Illustrated. pp. xxx., 145. Chicago, 1931. (London, Stevens 
& Brown). 63s. net. 

Romances dealing with the book colleétor are not common and Bonnardot’s 
famous “ Miroir” is one of the best and most interesting of them. Dr. Koch has 
done a service to Bibliomaniacs generally by putting it into an English dress and 
having it printed in such excellent style. We can only regret that the price places it 
out of the reach of all except the richest of booklovers. 

SPAIN AND SPANISH AMERICA IN THE LIBRARIES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

CauirorniA. A Catalogue of Books. Vol. I., The General and 

ental Libraries. Large 8vo, cloth, pp. 846. 1928; 
Vol. II., The Bancroft Library. Large 8vo, cloth, pp. 840. 1930. 
Berkeley, University of California Press. $10.00 per volume. 

These two volumes contain the whole of the great resources of the Universi 
of California in the division of Spain and Spanish America, including both 
the historical and literary sides. Roughly the Libraries some 30,000 works 
under these headings. The Catalogues are worthy of the colle&tion. Both are 
mainly Author Catalogues, with subje@ indexes. The Colleétions do not apparently 
contain any very great rarities but compose a working Library of great value and 
importance. Bibliography and History are well represented and the original docu- 
ments, the political and literary pamphlets are present in large numbers. 
Boox Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 

of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book-Auétons. 
Vol. 28, Part 3. 8vo, wrappers, pp. xiv., 323-470. London, 
Stevens & Stiles, Sept., 1931. 308. annum. 

This part of B.A.R. covers the period Apr.-Jun., 1931, and shows the curious 
flu€tuations in prices of “‘ colle€tors’ books ” during that period. 

Minto (John) Reference Books. A Classified and Annotated Guide 
to the Principal Works of Reference. Supplement. 8vo, cloth, 

P vii., 140. London, Library Association, 1931. 
work 


Supplement which considerably enhances the value of the 
. Not only have many new books added but a considerable number of 
older works omitted from the ss have been fitted into their places. 
The work begins to show more cohesion and we think that when the time comes 
for a new edition of the complete work it will show a tremendous advance on the 
original volume and will take its place as a really valuable reference book. 
Dovusiepay(W.E.)., Ed. A Primer of Librarianship. Being 
of Praétical Instru€tion by Recognised Authorities. Cr. 8vo, 
ogee 223. London, Allen & Unwin, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
The of the Library Association Text-books is just to hand. We have 
been awaiting it for some time past. Se 
first of this series we must confess to a disappointment. Most of the subjeé& matter 
has been dealt with before in some shape or form and we must confess to finding © 
nothing fresh within its pages. In 1904 a small. ibrary Primer was written by two 
well-known authorities apart from the addi ~~ of a few later developments 
in the profession one might truthfully say that this . ‘tk is merely a repetition. 
However, the book is well produced and should co 2mand a ready sale among 
the junior members of our p ion. 
An OuTLINE OF MopERN KNOWLEDGE. Edited by Dr. William Rose. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 1,102. London, Gollancz, 1931. 8s. 6d. 
net 


Here we have what might be described as one of the wonder books of the age. 
It is a “ big book,”’ not in the sense that we have come to know them, that is 


with heavy bulked cardboard-like , but one of the type that is crammed with 
knowledge is dealt with in 24 seétions. n seCtion is written by a well-known 


authority. The book consists of 1,000 in good . Itis an interesting fa& 
should not hesitate to place this book on their shelves. 


Pillars of Progress 


ENTERPRISE ! 
EFFICIENCY ! 
ECONOMY ! 
QUALITY ! 
SERVICE |! 


The Verdict at the Cheltenham Conference was that 
Our Rebindings and Replacements are 
“BOUND” to LAST and “BOUND” to PLEASE. 


DUNN & WILSON LTD. 
Bellevue Bindery 
FALKIRK . . Scotland 


Retry (C. H.) Representative British Archite&ts of the Present Day. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 172. London, Batsford, 1931. 
7s. 6d. net. 

This work has been planned and produced with the idea of taking the layman 
buildings are designed. It is a Study of the work of twelve of our greatest living 

iteéts and is copiously illustrated with examples of their work. 


Prxe (Oliver G.) Nature Photography. With Chapters on Big-Game 
Photography by Major Radclyffe Dugmore, Marine Photography 
and Low-Power Microscopy by F. Martin-Duncan, Photography 
of Plant Life by E. J. Bedford. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 
196. London, Chapman & Hall, 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author’s name leads us to that most of his subjeés will be birds, 
but mammals, inseéts and plants are dealt with in chapters by other writers. 
Photography of animal and bird life is now a fine art and here we have some 
charming nature Studies. 


Tue Apventures OF Srpney Retry, Britain’s Master Spy. A 
Narrative written by himself. Edited and Completed by His Wife. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 288. London, Mathews & 
Marrot, 1931. 10s. 6d. net. 

and plot spying and being spied u hair- 

intrigue, is more exciting than a novel. 


] 


Tue Lrsrary Worip 103 


Ronatp (Sir Landon) Myself and Others. Written Lest I Forget. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 226. London, Sampson Low, 
(1931). 12s. 6d. net. 

This musical autobiography should be welcomed in every library. It is 
informative, and never dull. Celebrities flit p tow its pages, and 
rie Oa are the pen-portraits of Stage and musical Stars. 


INCHFAWN (Fay) The Journal of a Tent-Dweller. Illustrated. Cr. 
8vo, X ype pp. 224. London, Religious Tra& Society, 1931. 
38. net. 
A b valid who fights against disability and makes the 
most litte thinoe of everyday life. 


FICTION. 


Broom (Ursula) Pack Mule. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 
Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 
There were several women in John Carrick’s life, one who inspired him with 
her music, one who inspired him with love, and a third with whom he was drawn 


shown as an interesting and living thing. 


Burnett (W. R.) Sarnt Jonnson. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, 
Heinemann, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
A Story of the Wild West located in a small town of Arizona in which the 
Brothers fight the roughneck element and win out victorious. 


Daty (Carroll John) Tainted Power. A Race Williams Deteétive 
Story. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, Hutchinson (1931). 
7s. 6d. net. 


investigator, Race Williams, turns the trick. 


Morrison (Emmeline) Shellan’s Secret. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 287. 
London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 
Three members of the Shellan family compete for the old castle on the Devon 
coast and the legacy that went with it. A readable story written in a pleasant style, 


JUVENILE. 


Tue How-&-Wnuy Seriss. 
No. 1. Murray (Rosalind) The Greeks. With a Preface by 
Gilbert Murray. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 96. 
No. 2. Joap (C. E. M.) The Story of Civilization. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 


P- 94- 
No. ArMsTRONG (Martin) The Paintbox. Introdu@ion to 
Art. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 96 
No. 4. Cowarp (T. A.) The Life of Bi Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 94. 
London, Black, 1931. 2s. 6d. net each. 
A series of works that will a 


How and Why Series will we 
Series from the same “ House.” 


BrERETON (Lt.-Col. F. S.) “ Essentials of Life” Series. 
I. Crorninc. An Account of its Type and Manufadture. 
Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 88. 


They are good. 


104 Tue Lirsranr Worip 


II. Traver. An Account of its Methods in Past and Present. 
Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 88. 
London, Batsford, 1931. 4s. net each. 

A new series that will we think prove . Librarians who are ever on the 
look out for good juvenile works will this series. They deal with the 
history and p of their subje& from its t to present day, 
in a simple concise form. 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Liprary AssoctaTIon. Vol. 25, No. 7. 
July, 1931. 

MEDEDEELINGEN VAN DE OPENBARE LEESZAAL EN BIBLIOTHEEK TE 
AMSTERDAM. May-June, 1931. 

More Books. The Bulletin of the Boston Public Library. June, 1931. 

CotumsiA University Bulletin of Information. School of Library 
Service, 1931-1932. 

Your Lisrary. Public Library of the Distri& of Columbia, 
Washington. June and July, 1931. 

MacNarr (Mary Wilson) A List of American Doctoral Dissertations 
printed in 1929. Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
1931. 40 cents. 

Tue Lrsrary or ConGress. Exhibit of Books Printed during the 
XVth Century and known as Incunabula. Selected from the 
Volibehr Collection purchased by A& of Congress, 1930. List 
of Books. Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1930. 

NATIONAL Parks, NATIONAL MONUMENTS AND NATIONAL Forests. 
A Seleétive List of Books and Articles. St. Louis Public Library 
Monthly Bulletin, July, 1931. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Nowe t-Rostron (Rev. S.) St. Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 237. St. Paul’s Second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 156. London, Religious Tract 
Society, 1931. 38. 6d. net per volume. 

Wrtiamson (F.) Derby Pot Manufactory known as Cockpit Hill 
Pottery. Illustrated. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 73. F. Williamson, 
Curator, Derby Museum. 3s. 6d. net post free. 

Hewrrr (Arthur R.) Consolidation of the Law relating to Public 
Libraries and Museums (other than the National Libraries and 
Museums): A Suggestion. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 32. London, 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1931. 2s. 6d. net. 


TO LIBRARIANS. 
TWO ROTARY DUPLICATORS for Sale; Automatically Feed and 
Stack, in perfect working condition, 3 years’ guarantee. 
Gestetner (Rebuilt) £18 18s od. 
Lion (£25 model) (12 10s od. 


Apply Day, c/o Grafton & Co., Coptic House, 
51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1. 
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EXTENSION -OF PREMISES. 


OWING TO THE STEADY T BUSINESS 
BUILT OUR MODERN BINDERY SIX YEARS AGO, WE ARE AGAIN 


NEED HARDLY BE’STATED THAT THE PRESSING 
| THIS EXTENSION, WHICH NOW EN COURSE OP 
1s AN UNDOUBTED COMPLIMENT. TO LOUK ANB 


~SBRVICE DURING THE PAST 22 YEA 


enibers.”” 


Tne TISFACTION OF. LTB 


Bellevue 


LIKEWISE. IT TOOK°MANY- YEARS DEVELOP AND =; 


OVERSEWING MACHINE 


Duna Wilson = 


"Meters. Dunn a 
carried on under corvet Trade Union conditions. and thei tha 

SR 
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SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES 


Realising the desire of Librarians to support 
British Industries we take pleasure in announc- 
ing that all the materials we are purchasing 
have the Manufacturers’ Guarantee that they 
are products of the British Empire. We strongly 
appeal to you to have your books bound by the 
We were the first Firm to deal specially and widely with Publie Library 
Bookbinding. 

We have bound books for Lending Libraries for over fifty years with the 
consequent experience, and we are doing an annually increasing business. 
We paper-lined the folds of weak papers over 20 years ago, and still 
but this is only one of many different methods devised to meet the needs 
various kinds of paper. 


Very stiff thick papers of which many Juvenile books are composed we 
album-joint the leaves with a linen guard at no extra cost. 


With Chivers Bindings you get the best workmanship in every detail. 
It is easy to lower prices but it always means that the Manufacturer has 

to cut out some item to enable him to do it. We could enter into — 
tion in this way until presently prices for bookbinding generally would 
become very low but the bindings equally inferior. 


We employ skilled workmen from all over Great Britain, pay Trade Union 
wages and observe their hours. 


Catalogues and Price Lists will be sent post free on application. 


Our Motor Van makes regular journeys to all of England and W 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Booksellers and Bookbinders 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


Printed by F UCKES Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
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